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their picture and crow over their victory. If the Greeks
come near it, they will pull it out and claim that they have
won their point against the Armenians. So I must guard
the nail till I am relieved by another soldier/5
Every pilgrim or traveller who would visit the alleged
Sepulchre of Christ must pass the low platform, just within
the entrance^ where lounge the supercilious Moslem guards
who keep the keys of the Anastasis. As a matter of fact,
they are the safest custodians that could be found in Jeru-
salem under the present conditions. Archdeacon Dowling
declares that the real proprietor of the Holy Sepulchre is the
sultan.1 I have heard this question violently disputed, pro
and con, by prominent citizens of Jerusalem, Greeks and
Latins. Practically, the different bodies—Latins, Greeks,
Armenians, and Syrians—have no more than the right of
custody of different parts. Such an arrangement, which
follows the minutest regulations, is imperative. Whoever
may be the actual owner of the building, the Turkish Gov-
ernment is ultimately responsible for its care. Should the
Latins, Greeks, and Armenians fail to agree to make some
needful repairs of the pavement around the tabernacle over
the tomb, which they guard in common, this must be done
at the expense of the municipality.
A few years ago there was a dispute between the Greek
and Franciscan priests as to the right to sweep the steps
leading up from the court-yard to the Latin Chapel of the
Agony of Mary. Members of both parties waited for hours
at the foot of the stairway for the decision of the Turkish
governor and of the French consul, who were in communi-
cation regarding this weighty mutter. Doubtless, old doc-
uments were ransacked for precedent. Meanwhile, crowds
collected in the court and on the roofs of the surrounding
buildings. Stones were thrown at the monks and priests,
quite likely by partisans of both factions. In the fight that
was precipitated the Latins got the worst of it. Leading
Greek priests and monks, in whose garments hatchets were
found concealed, were arrested, tried, and condemned before
1 See his pamphlet, "The Patriarchate of Jerusalem," p. 22 (London,
1908).

